
- zg 
AN D 

to them Yet I e bel eved and loved ami sen ed 
God and the eve It prove I tl at one word of Gou s 
prom se fell to the gn Id I et men fear a d love 
and serve God and they wIll fi Id tl al Go IItness h.. n leed a t! n Irull tI e pro n se of the hfe that 
now IS and that \\ hlCh s to con e 

We left Jemsalem early th s morn Ig I' r a VIS t 
to thIS place Betng adVIsed that Ihere m ght be 
some danger of robbery or eVil trealme t 01 tI e 
road \ e applted 10 1I e gover lOr for a gu rd an I 
receued an order for 11 e co n nanda 11 t tl e Po lis 
of Solomon the place where the da Igerous dlst ct 
begtns for a g lard 

We left the Jaffa gate, and crossed the valley of 
the G hon near the 10 ver pool and took tl e road 
to Betllehem vllch runs ne rly due sOlth we 
crossed a ve y pretty platn to the soulh of Jerusa 
lem or ratl er we p ssed do vn a n f, r 1 I 
length IS to vard. Bethlehem 1 h • pia n IS very 
fert Ie but does t app ar to he u I r I v 
to any great extenL Gn several par13 of t we 
sa v orchards of 01 ves and other trees We pres I 
endy entered on a more uneven and "lony d str 1 
thIS continued most of Ihe vay to ReLilehem 
When near Bethlehem we took the d rect road to 
Hebron IIltendtng to Ie .. e our VISIt to Betllehem I 
to our ret I 

Near Betllehem ana close by the s de of our 
road ve passed the tomb of Rachael 1 here IS a I 
small build g over It I ke a Mosque 

10 the" est of Bethlehem there are a good rna 
ny 011\ e trees scattered 0\ er the face of the fiells I 
and under tl e n In all dlrectlO s ve sa v fl rk ,I 
horse and soil er. We learned tl at lbraham Pa 
sha had attempted to dIsarm a po verful Ir be of 

.Arabs that reSIded near the Dead sea that LI ey 
had proved refractory he had ordered a cons d 
erable force to tI e neIghborhood a d called on or 
directed sonte ot the powerful tr bes tl at 0 v ed 
hIS author t) to aId In dIsarming them fhere 
were tn the nelghborl ood of Betllehem sever.1 
thousand men and tl e dlsarnll g of the tr be \ as 
go ng on 

fhe whole t! str ct about Bethlehem • exceed 
Inglv rocky more so than 1 s al to tl s rocky 
country [I s COnt ued tl e case most of Ihe vay 
to the rl ere were however some excep 
tons \Ve passed some places tl at were rot m ch 
lOfestet! Vltlt rock an I were ferllie n e country 
to our r ght "ed of us rose h gl er and 
on the s de of the ridge were several v lIages and 
most of them had pleasal t groves of trees near 
them and there were some conSiderable 1 str cls I 
that abo Ilded v th the 01 ve and some consl lera 
ble pIal IS finely adapted for cultlvat 011 

The Pools of Solomon 
These afe s tuated rather more than an hour (3 

mIles) from Bethlehem on the road to Hebron 
1 hey I e on a r3\ tne that hes east from a !tttle 
plalll surrounded on all other SIdes by mo lerately 
hIgh hIlls A small spr ng r ses 10 th 5 pia n aId 
the \ ater from th s spr g was most probably n ade 
formerly to pass through tl e pools Aitl 0 gh they 
may also I a e been tnten led to colle I water from 
the pia 11 when It ratned At present the water 
from the spr Ig or from some of tl em for there I 
are probabl} more Iha lone although sealed up 
and conveye I a vay nlder gronnd n .uch a vay 
that the \\ atcr call be seen tn bl t one or two places I 
$-Conve.yetl .. ea tl ern p pes set In rock a d In 

der ground along the slle of the poolo nlll It pas 
ses them and IS then made to ntte w th the old 
aquedu t that took tI e vaters from the pools to the 
CIt) Ibral am Pasha has s Ice he took posse. 
slon of th s country had th s aqueduct repa red I 
The water 5 brought In a w nd ng course to find a 
level past Bethlehem where It IS used all tI e way 
to Jeru.alem and used at the Mosque of St 0 nars 
Most probably the temple was Sl rpl cd with water 
to th • way and that the pools were mad. for thIS 
purpose fhc d stance IS about 9 01 les by land 
and must be Increa,ed a good deal from the btlld 
Ings needful to fi ld a vater le\el 

The pools are called the Pools of Solomon-It 
IS not WI h certatnty known that he made them 
They are In plan a Id structure much 1 ke the pools TI s lalley thlol gl wh cl ve past be 
n tne valley of the GIl on called the upper and came WIder and more r eh n ItS fr s uti I 

the lo,er pool fI ey are m.de by r nnll g a I JO ned another valley vi lch comes tn more from 
strong wall across tl e valley opemng and walhng I the west I h s second valley IS the vrdest has a 
up the SIdes and covenng all \ Ith a Illck coaL of co IS lerable breadth of level and mo.t rich -OIl 
water proof cement J hey leo Ie belo v another and finelv cultIvated nterspersed w th trees a d 
and are three tn number eaoh may be abolt SIX I covered WIth vIneyards fh • IS called Escal as 
hu Idred feet 101 g and tnree h ndred broad fhere we learned from the Je vs WIth whom we put up 
IS a large 01. hUlld ng adjOining them vh ch may and who took I S out 10 see It 
have been I Itended tor a kan It IS now oee Ipled flbrttlwm a Tree 
by the guard of soldIer. that are usually stat oned 
here 

A tl ere h I been from tIme to t ne some depte I under whIch they say Abral am receIved the a 1 
datlons committed upon travellers on thIS route gels GenesIs 18 4-8 
we had got an order on the comma ldanL at tllls l saw It at so ne d stance It s tf e largest tree 
place for a guard On our reacl 19 the place the \ ICll ty IS of tl e oak I nd \\ h ch here g 0 vs 
however not a sold er >3. to belo md-wl at were low and duo vs Ot t rna y branches an I look- t 
we to do' I I ttle d .tance not u II I e a large apple tree 

fhere were count ng Ol r servants and mulleer be the se f same tree UI der wllCl Abral am enter 
and one or t vo persons who had JOIned u. as we t ta ned the Angels I mu.t have att, led a good Id 
s pposed for the sake of enJoYing our protect on age I am h vever slo v to bel eve It altl uugh 
SIX or seven of us and two brace of plstols-\\. ..sured of It by a descen lant of the ratr arch It 
dId not therefore hesitate to push I'mvard v tl lUt may be a de.ce It of the tree tI us I onored either 
a g ani and saw no cause to regret It I he d s direct or collateral but tl L It should I ave I ved 
trIct we now entered on was more rm gh ami rocky until no v does not agree With tl e great la v of 

1111) than any we I ad yet seen ar.d had le-s mOrLallly "h eh spares no ltv g tl g ne tI er 
culu\at OJ a ld cspec ally had much more woo Ion man nor beast an mal nor vegetable slllce death 
It rhe trees were t IS true 5 llull and were entered th 5 yorld 
rather busl es than trees not much I gher than a 
rna 1 s head when mou \led on a good I orse It 
looks much Itk. It had been str pped of ItS trees 
and the sprouts allowed to grow unmolested for 
about two years 

Fuel obtmnecl from tim IJLatnr./ 
Much of the tuel that s used In Jerus Ie n IS 

I bel eve obta ned fron th s d stnct We met 
many mules and donkeys loaded wllh vood making 
for the cIty and tillS I may add IS the sual mode 
of transpnrllng wood all through thIS conn try 
Every tiling IS packed on al1lmals Wheel car 
r age. they I aVb none We met a number of Ie 
mille. WIth large parcels of wood on their backs 
making their wav towards the cIty fhe) must 
111 some rases have to carry It from SIX to ten 
mIles What a labor for females II IS no v as 
1\1 the lay. of old the fern les and chlldred stnk 
under the wood Lamentallolls of Jere llIah v 13 

For about two I t rs (6 m les) we pas.ed througl 
a dlstrtct htlly and 'ery rocky and most of II COY 
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Dfer or cOllrt. A[uch less can a c lUBe 
tbus dec dcd be carr ed by !lubl c accusat ons to the 
popular Dssembl C8 of tl e cI urel a.nd proals m£ld be 
fore the vo Id a. d a.ll attempts to break n th 8 yay 
the of n regular Jud C 0.1 dec 8 on B revolut on 
D t8 pr nc lie and ann rei y 

l't[y secon 1 q cst on 8 vhether tl I!I onaet upon me 
from &0 nnny po n 8 and propagated 80 eagerly 
'0 many forms of ne vspnpers rev e VB books and para 
graphs and n.1l start ng forth Just at tl 8 part c lnr 
t me do not Buffie ently pt t on the appearance of con 
Ip racy to accompl &h JO my Cilse by extra. Jud c nl 
means what I as been n va n attempted b} forms of 
eedes ast cal Ja. v I SIlY not that It IS so but com 
pi cated and extended co DC denee. are generally sup 
posed to nd c te concurrent dee gn and f there had 
been a concerted plan to wr te me do VI w th refer 
enee to the preee t cr s s of our cl ureh cou d t I nve 
boen expected to have put on more nd cnt ons of con 
ccrted act on than t now exh b ts1 For mYllJelf I 
onlv say till. very carly o.fler tl e sess on of tl clast 
ABsembly (lad cv de nee vh eh sat sfied mc tl at 
luch plans vcre matur ng nnd I have v tnessed c 
cumula.t ng ev dence of l more than I can state un 
tIthe sudden 0 set from Eaet \V ndeor from Pr nee 
ton from South Carol nil from Lou BV lie fro n Co 
lumbus and from C Demnnt nIl I\t once burst forth 
lnd at a t me so ncar tl c sess on of the Conve t on 
lnd General Asspmblv as to exert the r enL re effect 
upon me w thout tl e probable wterpos t on of a 
.h old 

unteenng an effort to avert what so ne seem to reJolces1, and 
many to be n Ivnncmg by tbe most nppropr lite means ... 
the d VlS on of the Presbyter an Church A 8ul wh cb 
both n Its reI g nus and pol t cal bear ngd draws deep and 
demands tI C iI lon('e and fear and I umble mportun ty of 
payer for;vl 0 can comprehend the measure of cala n ty 
temporal and sp ltuol wi ch may follow t1 e sunder ng of 
our eCCle81:lSt cal and pol t cal ties 1 L ttle do we cons Jer 
that wh Ie the blood flo vs healthfully a d every muscle 
performs ts office and all tho affi ctions sweetly flow by 
how ma.ny I ga nents of nterest and affect on we are bound 
together and vi at tortures must aUe d tl e tear ng apart of 
a body so lowcrfully compacted tf at day when the m n 
15tryof the :-lorlh an I the South sball Wl hdraw tbe btmd 
oC fellowsh p and conse ence and zeal perverted sbalJ en 
hit under the banners of the carnal m ntl tI en may dey I. 
cease from tho r fear oC speedy eXile from the eard and 
reat from the r labors of m icb ef. and scream oul tbe r JOY 
.t results of ev I so surpa.s:ung their own power of produc 
\l.on and vho n.re tbe men who ahall put forth n an 6V J 
hour the hand and open upon the church and the nohon 
tbe door of such a da80lat on 1 Shall thoy be the mm 8 

ten of Ch 6 1 tho m n sterlt of \l e Presbyter an Church' 
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"lternate v ctory and defeat an the Gene nl Assemhly nnd 
no good hAS reR hed but cv I only as m ght have been ex 
peeted doe5 th s prove that noth ng can Ie tlone1 Are there 
no olher Rml let cr menns thnn those wo have used fa tl 0 

1 rge ey of 0 r ca,e demand. bro ght abo t tM throne 
of Is there not yet cause to hope n the mercy of 
God that th the development of our dnnger He v II send 
thr )I ng th ough our wholtl church nn nstUlCUvC rovuls on 
from pree p tation and v olence wi K:h shall hnst.<'n to the 
next Assembly the w se and tho good to m t ga. 0 tl C an 
mos t es and allay tl e convuls ons vh eb can no longer Ie 
endured Bnd prec p tale the chu ch And can 8 ch event 
ful measures aa those of rcvolut on be taken wah 8uch can 
sequenccs n v ew w thout the eT dent stamp of nfo uated 
counc Is' 18 there any prospect that revolut on w n be n 
reme ly1 Is there not a moral cerla nty that t w II I e the 
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