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''HE ALTON TRAGEDY.

We make a few, and we can afford space but for a few,
extracts from other papers, in relation to the late mefan-
choly and disgraceful scenes at Alton. It is, at least, some
consolation that in a large portion of the conductorsiof the

- periodical press, there isa moral sense which revolts at the
s murder even of ‘an abolitionist, The Whig of this city,
(a paper which we seldom sce,) meets a just rebuke, not
wonly from the New York Observer, but from other puapers.
\-V hat.are we 1o think. of that editor who himsell* claims
thie right'of publishing his own sentiments, however ad-
verse to the best interests of society, but against those who
di.ffer from him, is ready to excite mobs and riots, and to
ap ologize for all their bloody deeds? . 'We envy not the
he ad or the heart of such a man.

How has it come to pass in this country that men are
des aied the right of speaking and publishing on the subject
of slavery? Onethinks and maintains that the institu-
tio n of slavery is politically and morally right—another,
ths ¢ it is politically and morally wrong. How does it
ha ppen that either of these claims the power of silencing
the > other? When did one of these lose his right to form
an. d express his opinion? Who made the one a judge of
wh iat the other might or might not speak, write, or pub-
lis b  Who invested him with such high powers?

The truth is, that the most mischievous and demoral-
izii ng sentiments, sentiments calculated to sap the very
for andations of society, are daily circulated by the press,
dtid yet no violence is threatened for this, 'We are con-
1, ent to meet the torrent of corruption by the force of ar-
g ument, and to counteract its mischief by moral influ-
eruee.  We have never known an instance of an attempt
t¢ » put down a press for its outbreaking wickedness, and
g ross immoralities by mob power, Why is this? Simply
Iy ecause this is an offence only to men of correct princi-
p les; and such nen can never give their sanction, directly
o ¢ indirectly, to so dastardly and unprincipled a mode of
¢ orrecting any evil. Tt is the profligate and abandoned,
th ose destitute alike of political and moral principles, who
a ve the fomentors and actors in these scenes of violence.

It seems as if some men could tolerate any thing butan
ai politiondst.  An infidel, the most profligate debauchee,
th e scoffer at every thing virtuous, may be tolerated, and
pr otected. (They seem to be affected by a kind of mono-
m:ania on this subject.  They almost turn pale at the very
theorught of an abolitionist. * *

Why is this! Can there be found in the community
of the west; men of higher motal worth—of more stern in-
teg rity of character--of kinder hearts—of more generous
syt npathies—of more amiable, and kind, and christian-like
deys iortment in all the relations of life, than the great mass
of .anti-slavery men among us? Lay aside this single
chairge made against them, and it is exceedingly doubtiul
whe. ther iu any communily a socitty of men can be found
com posed of belter citizens, or of more unspott~d charac-
ters. It is the strength of generous sympathy in their
heart's which wakes up feeling and prompts to effort for the
oppr essed.  If this sometimes carties them ‘into errors,
they, are the errors of generous and noble hearts. And
we maust confess, that we had rather rank among ourb

| frienls, one whose warm feelings and ardent tempera-
ment occasionally render him guilty of indiscretions, than
one, yvho is ever surrounded by the chilling atmosphere
of a coold prudery, and whose soul is never warmed up, by
a generous sensibility. 'We can love the one despite of
his err ors; we become chilled in the society of the other
despite of his negative virtues,

Even  if, we differed ever so widely from such men on
any sin gle subject, we should find enough in their general
character to assure ns of the purity of their motives, and
sufficienit in their general intelligence to make us feel, in}
commorn modesty, that after all, they may be in the right,
and we in the wrong.




