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- Toour female readers, we, perhaps, owe an
logy. The Joarnal has suddenly became crowd-
with matters of controversy. ‘I'lisis our mis-

fhittune, not our fauky, We would gladly have a-

Wided it, but recent events left us no option. A
ow has been aimed at the Preshyterian church,
orldlerand the prineiples of its government, whielt
suffered to fall unresisted, would establish in this
ur cherished land, an _ecelesiastical despotism as
inous as intollerable, ‘T'he position of the Jour-
dl and the circumstances in - which we found our-
silves placed, ealled imperiously upon us to spread
@ whole matter before our readers, and (o take a
ided stand against acts, which, if' unrebuked,
auld endanger all our institutions both civil and
lesiastical. Slave-holders and those who would
iell ecelesiastical authority uniting have aimed a
low, which, if effectual, will place our chureh in
o hands of men whose power will know no lin-
ut their own will.  We should be false to the
ircli—false to the principles of religious and po-
al fréedom, if we raised no warning voice.—
ders will bear e witness, that we have not
the contest, and they will, too, see the ne-
pssily of making themselves acqnainted with the
rinciples involved, and of looking 1o the conse-
'mnces of the; measures whn,ll have been adopt-
Wb
Bt while we all stand firm in defence of our
gl rights, we must-not forget. to cultivite a time
deep piety . In o eweumstances would this be

ore necessary. ~ Cheistians shonlil -not become
re controversialists. - And to what liwman means
w we look to soften che asperity of controversy,
d to enconvage an-ardent and active piety, with
much of hope as to the ‘sex, which have ever
in z¢ once the friends of liberty and of peace?— :
ile new and important duties have devolved on
r husbands, fathers; brothers, sons and.friends, |
rensed responsibility rests on you to keep alive: |
@fite of chistian love, and to encourage the chris-
virtues whicl should adorn the characters ol
"professed folfowers of Christ. |
on can do much to preserve men (rom person-
Ostility while they differ upon principles of ee-
instical action.  Let your influence be fell in
rving the charities of life and brotherly love,
g even those, whose opinions may, in sume
pects. be wide apart. Do this and the cause of |
& religion- may- be advanced.in the midst of all|
e unpropitious circumstances.




